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serious occasion, the Attorney-General repeated the
tactical errors which he had committed at York
House.    He abused his antagonists so roughly as
to raise sympathy on their behalf; and he allowed
himself to be led away into heated disputations
which obscured the true issues of the case.    During
these wranglings Essex was more than once able
to  carry the war into the  enemy's camp.    He
declared  fiercely  that  Raleigh  had  intended  to
murder him, and Raleigh was put into the witness-
box to deny the irrelevant charge.    A little later
Essex brought up the story that the succession had
been sold to the Spaniards by the Secretary,    There
followed a remarkable and unexpected scene.   Cecil,
who had been listening to the proceedings from
behind a  curtain,  suddenly stepped forth,  and,
falling on his knees, begged to be allowed to clear
himself of the slander.    It was agreed that he should
be heard, and, after a long altercation with Essex,
Cecil elicited the fact that the informant upon whose
report  the  charge was  based  was  Sir  William
Knollys, the Earl's uncle.    Knollys in his turn was
sent for, and his evidence exculpated the Secretary.
All that had happened, he said, was that Cecil had
once mentioned to him a book in which the Infanta's
title   was   preferred   before  any  other.    Essex's
accusations had collapsed;   but the prosecution,
after many hours, had come no nearer to a proof of
his criminal intentions.    It was useless for Coke to
shout and hector.    " It was your purpose," he cried,